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Enroll Now: You Could Receive $100
The Cameron Lawrence Send It Foundation has partnered
with the Jumpstart Savings Program for another
enrollment incentive. Thanks to a generous donation from
the Send It Foundation, 50 eligible West Virginians who
enroll in the Jumpstart Savings Program platform and
successfully open an account will receive $100 invested into
their account. This is a first come, first serve incentive for
Jumpstart Savings accounts successfully opened on or after
January 1, 2026.

This generous donation is in memory of 21-year-old
Cameron Lawrence who passed away after a motorcycle
accident in 2024. Started by his parents after his death, the
Cameron Lawrence Send It Foundation was created to

empower youth and young adults through mountain biking, motorcycling, and career
development. It provides scholarships, financial assistance for sports participation, and tuition
support for technical and trade schools. Additionally, the foundation partners with like-minded
organizations to promote both physical and mental growth in young people.

Enroll Now

SparkWV Pitch Competition Winners
Announced
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The West Virginia Department of Education and EdVenture Group recently announced the
winners of the 2026 SparkWV Pitch Competition, which invites middle and high school students
to present entrepreneurship-inspired business plans and compete for prizes.

This year, student representatives from Guyan Valley Middle School's Wildcat Designs CTE in
Lincoln County received the Jumpstart Savings Award and the Crowd Choice Award for a
presentation on their custom student-wear business. Wildcat Designs CTE is a completely
student-run small business that handles everything from product production to customer service
and marketing. As a result of the award, they received a $1,000 cash prize.

The Jumpstart Savings Program is a proud sponsor of its namesake award. For a complete list
of the 2026 SparkWV Pitch Competition winners and more information on the annual contest,
CLICK HERE.

West Virginia High School Students GEAR UP
High school students from more than 20 schools gathered at Charleston Coliseum and
Convention Center in late-April for the annual GEAR UP Career Academy. The Academy offers
college and career-ready students tools, guidance, and other resources.

During their time at the GEAR UP Career Academy, students learned about the lifelong benefits
of using the Jumpstart Savings Program to save for the cost of tools, equipment, and
certifications as they pursue careers in the skilled trades. 

West Virginians under the age of 18 and/or newly enrolled in a qualified education and training
program may also qualify for the Ignite Incentive, a $100 one-time deposit in a Jumpstart
Savings account.

For more information on the Ignite Incentive, CLICK HERE.

https://theedventuregroup.org/entrepreneurship-education/sparkwv/
https://www.wvgearup.org/
https://wvjumpstart.gov/how-it-works/ignite-incentive


Financial Tips for New Entrepreneurs
Whether it’s a full‑time venture or a side hustle, starting a business takes more than passion and
skill. Smart financial habits can make the difference between a business that grows and one that
struggles to get off the ground. Here are practical financial tips an entrepreneur can use to build
a strong foundation.

1. Separate Your Business and Personal Finances
One of the easiest ways to stay organized is to keep business income and expenses separate
from your personal accounts. A dedicated account helps with budgeting, simplifies tax time, and
gives you a clearer picture of how your business is performing. It also shows professionalism to
customers and partners.

2. Start with a Simple Budget
Your first business budget doesn’t need to be complicated. Estimate your monthly income, track
your regular expenses, and set aside a portion for growth or emergencies. Knowing your
numbers helps prevent surprises.

3. Pay Yourself
Many new entrepreneurs pour everything back into the business, but building the habit of paying
yourself establishes financial stability and helps you recognize your true business costs. Even a
modest, consistent amount teaches discipline and prevents burnout.

4. Keep Your Start‑Up Costs Low
You don’t need the best equipment or every piece of software on day one. Start with what you
truly need and upgrade gradually.

5. Track Every Expense
Entrepreneurs often underestimate how much they spend in the early months. Tracking mileage,
supply purchases, tool replacements, or certification fees helps you understand your operating
costs and ensures you don’t leave money on the table at tax time.

6. Use Tax‑Advantaged Savings Tools
For many trades and technical careers, qualified expenses like tools, equipment, and
certifications can be significant. The Jumpstart Savings Program is designed to help West
Virginians reduce the financial burden of starting a career or business by allowing eligible
contributions and withdrawals to be state tax‑advantaged. Programs like this can free up more
cash for growth and reduce financial stress.

https://wvjumpstart.gov/


7. Build a Small Emergency Buffer
Even $200–$500 set aside can help cover unexpected expenses like a broken tool or delayed
payment from a customer. Cash buffers help you make steady decisions instead of reactive
ones.

8. Invest in Skills, Not Just Equipment
Tools may get the job done, but skills grow your business. Budget each year for training,
certifications, or workshops that can make you more competitive.

9. Review Your Financials Monthly
A quick monthly check‑up keeps your business on track. Review income, expenses, upcoming
bills, and expected work. Noticing trends early helps you adjust before problems grow.

10. Celebrate Small Wins
Financial confidence grows over time. Whether you land a new client, save for a needed tool, or
hit a monthly goal, take time to acknowledge your progress. Celebrate the wins!

Upcoming Events

Connect with the Jumpstart Savings Program at one of these upcoming
events:

5/21/26 Job Corps Career Resource Fair (Charleston)

5/25/26 Westside Together (Charleston)

5/28/26 Jobs & Hope Second Chance Job Fair (Charleston)

7/15 – 7/16 Student Success Summit (Charleston)

Does your organization or group need more information about the Jumpstart Savings
Program? 

Staff members are available for events, speaking engagements and conferences. If you or your
organization would like to schedule an in-person or webinar speaker please email
wvjumpstart@wvsto.gov or call 304-340-5055.
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