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Gifting Made Easy!
The West Virginia Jumpstart Savings Program is a unique
state-administered savings account designed to help skilled
tradespeople and future professionals save for career-related
expenses like tools, supplies, licenses, and certifications.
The program offers special state tax advantages on both
contributions and qualified withdrawals. Family, friends, and
employers can all contribute, helping build financial resilience
across West Virginia.

You can grow your savings through several contribution
options. One-time gifts can be made by setting up an eGift
event through your account, allowing supporters to contribute
for occasions like birthdays, graduations, or holidays.

Contributors may give by check, ACH, or PayPal/Venmo (with a 2.9% fee for PayPal/Venmo).

Creating a gifting event is simple:
Log into your account
Open the Gifting tab, and
Follow the prompts to generate a unique link that can be shared with friends and family.

Gifting

WVU Study Links Rural Women
Entrepreneurs to Economic Growth

New research from West Virginia University shows rural women play a significant role in driving
local economic growth. The study by WVU Regional Research Institute Director Heather
Stephens and colleagues, analyzed data from more than 1,600 rural counties and found that
higher rates of female self-employment are linked to broader wage-and-salary job growth.

However, rural women face unique barriers compared to urban entrepreneurs, including limited
childcare, fewer financial institutions, and reduced educational and community support. The
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research highlights that accessible childcare in remote rural areas helps women start and grow
businesses.

The authors recommend that rural communities invest in childcare, financial access, education,
and local networks to strengthen their entrepreneurial ecosystems and support women
entrepreneurs. The research team is using these findings to help develop training programs and
more inclusive support systems that encourage rural women to launch and sustain businesses.

West Virginia’s Jumpstart Savings Program can play a key role in this effort by helping aspiring
entrepreneurs save for business startup expenses, equipment, and professional certifications. By
reducing upfront financial barriers and allowing individuals to build dedicated savings for career
or business investment, the Jumpstart Savings Program can make entrepreneurship more
attainable, especially for rural women who face limited access to traditional financing.

Spotlight: Kairi Thornburg
Kairi Thornburg's mission is rooted in her own journey.
Having personally faced the daily challenges of
hypersensitivity, she understands the frustration that
comes with trying to feel comfortable in your own
clothes. She created her small business Conscious
Quality to bring one-of-a-kind clothing to individuals with
hypersensitivity.

In April 2026, Kairi’s innovative vision earned recognition
when Conscious Quality won first place in the SparkWV
Innovative Pitch Competition Small Business category.
As a result, she won money invested in a Jumpstart
Savings Account.

As she works to turn her vision into a full-fledged
business, Kairi plans to use her Jumpstart Savings
Account to help cover essential start-up costs. Qualified
purchases such as sewing machines, specialty fabrics,
tailoring tools, design software, and other necessary
equipment will support the development and expansion
of her business.

“I want to build a future where no one has to fight to be comfortable,” Thornburg said.

Outside of developing her business, Kairi stays active in organizations such as Future Business
Leaders of America and 4‑H.

https://theedventuregroup.org/entrepreneurship-education/sparkwv/
https://theedventuregroup.org/entrepreneurship-education/sparkwv/


Trade Highlight:
﻿Construction Equipment Operators

Construction equipment operators run the heavy
machinery that helps build roads, buildings, and
other major projects. They typically work full time,
often outdoors and sometimes in challenging
weather or on irregular schedules, including nights.
Most operators start by learning on the job after
earning a high school diploma, though some enter
the field through apprenticeships or vocational
training.

The median annual wage was $58,320 in May
2024. Employment in this field is expected to grow
4% from 2024 to 2034, keeping pace with the average for all occupations. Each year, about
46,200 job openings are expected, largely due to workers retiring or moving into other careers.

Connect with Us!



Does your organization or group need more information about the Jumpstart Savings
Program? 

Staff members are available for events, speaking engagements, and conferences. If you or your
organization would like to schedule an in-person or webinar speaker, please email
wvjumpstart@wvsto.gov or call 304-340-5055.
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